[image: image1.emf]
      Taxation, Revenue and Utilization of


          Expenditures (TRUE) Commission

Joe Andrews, Chair

Diane Brown, Vice Chair
Patti Anania, Secretary
September 8, 2013
Honorable City Council Members

Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Jacksonville FL  32202

Dear Council Members:

At its monthly meeting on Thursday, September 4th the TRUE Commission made the following recommendations regarding legislation pending before the City Council:

2014-560 (approving expenditure of $2.6 million from the DIA’s Downtown Economic Development Fund and adopting the DIA Business Investment and Development Plan)

Motion: recommend that City Council approve pending Ordinance 2014-560 with the addition of an amendment to require that projects considered for City assistance under the plan must meet at least two criteria from among #2, #4, #5, #6 or #7 of the  DIA’s criteria list in addition to meeting one or both of criteria #1 and #3 – approved 7-1.
2014-526 (transferring $1.25 million from existing riverfront bulkhead accounts to the Liberty Street bridge repair project and the Bert Maxwell Park bulkhead repair project)

Motion: recommend that the City Council approve pending Ordinance 2014-526 with an amendment to require that if the City should recoup funds from ongoing litigation over the Liberty Street bridge collapse, the funds should be deposited into the source accounts for this appropriation to make those accounts whole – approved 7-1.

2014-546 (amending Ordinance Code Chapter 116 – Employees and Employee Benefits) to provide for City self-insurance for employee group health coverage)
Motion: recommend that the City Council approve pending Ordinance 2014-546 – approved 7-1
2014-580 (appropriating $5.5 million from Southbank CRA tax increment district revenues to the installation of “context sensitive” roadway and sidewalk improvements on Riverplace Drive from Museum Circle to Prudential Drive)
      Motion: recommend that the City Council approve pending Ordinance 2014-580 – 
      approved 8-0
2014-585 (authorizing a second amendment to the ground lease between the City and Edward Waters College for the Community Resource Center)

Motion: recommend that the City Council approve pending Ordinance 2014-585 – approved 8-0.
2014-306 (amending and reorganizing the City’s Procurement Code)

Motion (McDuffie): the TRUE Commission requests the City Council to defer consideration of pending Ordinance 2014-306 until the TRUE Commission has had the opportunity to meet with representatives of the Procurement Division and Office of General Counsel, representatives of the minority contracting community, and interested Council members to further explore minority procurement opportunity and disparity – approved 8-0.
The TRUE Commission also makes the following recommendations with regard to recently released Council Auditor’s Office audits:
Council Auditor’s Audit #751 (EMS Inventory Control and Billing)

Motion: the TRUE Commission accepts the audit without comment, with the expectation that the Council Auditor’s Office will follow-up on this audit in a timely manner to ensure that the promised control and process improvements are made by the department – approved 8-0.
The TRUE Commission thanks you for your consideration of the Commission’s opinions on these important matters.  As always, the Commission stands ready to be of assistance in any way.  Please feel free to call on us at any time.





Sincerely,
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